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15th March, 2011
Good Morning,

For the past two years to encourage more females to become involved in refereeing t he Sutherland Shire Referee Association have been running  female only referee courses . 

As a result there has been an increase in female referees officiating games within the Sutherland Shire; most covering female only games.  Feedback from coaches and players from women’s teams which have had females appointed to their game has been extremely positive.
The move from W12 to W15 from Sunday to Saturday has created an opportunity for ladies from the Sunday competition to referee Saturday games.  Ladies may elect to referee junior women’s competition only.
At a recent meeting Mr Warren Lane, Vice President, from the Sutherland Shire Referees Association, advised; “that If each club could provide one candidate and each does just one game, that is an extra 25 women’s games that could be refereed by a lady, alternatively if each club were able to provide two ladies there would be an extra 50 referees that could cover Saturday junior women’s games”.

In conjunction with the Women’s Football Forum 2011 a referee female only course is being arranged.  To help increase participation the course has been discounted from $50 to $20 which includes the Laws of the Game rule book.  A government grant has been obtained to help subsidise the cost of registration and uniform for those ladies wishing to referee.  Incidentally, to distinguish female referees the SSFRA took the initiative of designing a ladies cut referee uniform.  
A condensed course run over a shorter period will be offered.  A pre requisite would be for applicants to read the Laws of the game, either in book or online format as per the SSFRA web site. The dates for the intake will be announced shortly.  Course details will be emailed to clubs and advertised on both the SSFA and the SSFRA website so remember to keep an eye out. The SSFRA website also has a lot of information that could be of useful to help improve your football.

Please consider participating in this course you will not only be doing the football community a great service but you will be improving your knowledge of the game whilst keeping fit in the process. 

Regards,
Karen Weekley,
SSFA 
Women’s Football
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