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22nd July, 2009

RE: WOMEN’S FOOTBALL FORUM REPORT 
Firstly, I would like to thank all clubs who attended meeting on 8th July, 2009 and those who forwarded their input.
 

The overall outcome was good; points raised and discussed will make it easier when clubs determine rule changes they wish to submit involving women's football in 2010.  

 

There appears to be a strong push for moving W12 to W21 from Saturdays to Sundays. Warren Lane explained how this would impact on the appointment of referees and the need to have more women referees.   Warren is in the process of finalising dates for a women only referee course as soon as I have these final dates I will forward them onto clubs.  I can advise however, that the course will be held at Kirrawee Kangaroos Football Club and will be conducted over four nights between 6.30 and 8.30 sometime in September or October.

 

Girl only SSF competition is gathering a lot of interest hopefully, ideas have been taken back to the clubs for discussion in readiness for submission of any rule changes. The impact on Netball was discussed and consensus was that girls can't play both so decisions will have to made as to what sport they choose. The boys situation was referred to they either play football, rugby league.

 

The decline in women's representative football was lightly touched on and some of the issues were; lack of promotion, insufficient advertising of trials and the selection process. A meeting will be called to further discuss women's representative football and how we can improve on the quality of players. Interested club delegates, representative coaches, SSFA coaching committee, ex-representative players will be invited to attend. Garry Lockwood advised that the introduction of the girl's development squads will have a positive affect on those girls wishing to play at a representative level.  Garry also advised that the special training these girls are given will produce a much higher standard player.

 

The proposed solutions of the 41 players affected by replacing the W30 with W35 seemed favourable and once again these ideas can be taken back to the clubs. It was strongly agreed on by the majority present that the forty one players affected by the change should be allowed special dispensation to play.  Rule changes will need to be sought if W30 is to stay the same in 2010.
 

This meeting gave the ladies an opportunity to voice their opinions and hopefully inspired them to become more involved in the decision making process at an administrative level of their clubs.
 

There were a lot more items that could have been put on the Agenda however; we were a little restricted by time due to the nature and complexity of some of the issues.
 

This introductory forum was a trial to see what sort of response would be generated.  Due to the overwhelming interest and input I would like to call a follow up meeting to compare club views on what was discussed.  This meeting will precede the Rule Change meeting to be held on 13th October, 2009.
Once again thank you for your input if I can assist in any matter in relation to women’s football please do not hesitate to contact me either by email or by phoning 0401 497 776.  I am always interested in hearing your ideas and comments.
Regards,

Karen Weekley

Women’s Football Co-Coordinator

SSFA
 

