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7th June, 2010
RE: OUTCOMES OF WOMEN’S FOOTBALL FORUM 2009

I have outlined below some of the outcomes resulting from the 2009 Women’s Forum which may assist your members in determining what topics need to be addressed in 2010.
W12 to W18 from Sundays to Saturdays

· Due to the enormity of the proposal of moving junior women’s football from Sundays to Saturdays members from affiliated clubs were asked to form a subcommittee to ensure that the impact of any such move was thoroughly researched.  A special meeting was held on 25th June, 2010 and the findings of that subcommittee were presented. As it stands there are presently two options, one of which allows a transition period the other being one move in 2011. The competition format subcommittee is currently in the process of working through any foreseeable problems with these changes as well as other ways to help free up more time for the Sunday competition.  

Female Referees

· SSFRA delegate, Warren Lane, put forward at Women’s Football Forum in 2009 that if each club were able to provide two ladies there would be an extra 50 female referees for the 2010 season.  Whilst not reaching the target, 17 ladies sat and passed the course which was extremely encouraging.

· Once again, in conjunction with the Women’s Football Forum 2010 a female only referee course is being arranged.  For those wishing to participate in this course a subsidy will be available from funding the SSFRA derived from a government grant. Representatives from SSFRA will be attending this year’s Forum to answer any questions raised in relation to this course or any questions regarding women’s football and refereeing in general.
Female SSF 

· As a result of interest generated and discussions that took place at Women’s Forum the SSFA initiated all girl small sided football teams ranging from 6W up to and including W11 which participate on Saturdays.  All girls’ small sided football has proven to be extremely popular with some clubs having a team in age group some clubs even two teams. Due to its popularity it is possible that numbers will increase in 2011. 
Female Development Squads

· The SSFA coaching committee implemented W10, W12, W14 and W16 development squads in 2010.  Feedback from the Chairperson of that committee, Dr John Houston has been extremely positive.  John stated recently that; “the quality of skills, (in particular, W10’s and W12’s) that these girls possess is of a very high standard”. John is hopeful that the girls participating in these development squad programmes will use the special training given as a pathway into representative football at Sutherland.  Players from these programmes should prove to further enhance existing teams as well as help with the formation of new junior teams in the coming years.
Female Representative Football

· Three thousands letters were sent to all eligible females within the Sutherland Shire inviting them to trial for the SSFA representative teams for 2010.  The heavy promotion of these trials resulted in a huge increase of females that trialled.  Consequently, many quality players of a high standard, especially in the junior teams were selected. The added bonus was the majority of those junior players were local to the Sutherland Shire.
 

Replacing W30 with W35

· There was a possibility that 41 players would be affected by changing W30 with W35 in 2010.  Even though the majority agreed that special dispensation should be granted to allow the 41 players to play in W35 a decision was made not to implement this change in 2010.  Consideration of this item being on the Agenda for 2010 forum should be given.

I hope the information provided was of value to you and your members and proves helpful in the decision making process that ultimately will assist with improving women’s football within the Sutherland Shire. 

I look forward to seeing your delegate for women’s football at the 2010 Women’s Forum to be held in July. 

Regards,

Karen Weekley,
SSFA Women’s Football

Referee’s Liaison

Promotions/Functions
